
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 2 (7/25/21) 

 Jesus casts out the merchants from the temple.  It is not that they were not providing a 

needed service - selling the animals needed for the sacrifice, changing money from foreign 

currency to the Hebrew currency that could be placed in the temple treasury.  Their intended 

function was to preserve the purity of the temple.  The foreign money had upon it the image of 

secular leaders.  In the case of the Roman currency, the image of Caesar who was worshiped in 

the empire as a god.  Thus these coins contained a craven image of a false god and could not be 

placed in the temple treasury.  The animals needed for sacrifice needed to have a certain purity - 

unblemished, clean first fruits of the flock.  The merchants would presumably sell animals to the 

travelers that fit the requirements for sacrifice - so what was the problem? 

 The problem was that they brought into the temple not only their wares to be sold and 

traded, but also inner idolatrous attitudes.  In the course of their work, the money changers came 

in possession of a large quantity of the currency with idolatrous images upon it.  No doubt they 

used it later (without much concern for its ritual and spiritual purity), there is also little doubt that 

they were cheating the patrons (Jesus calls the market a “den of thieves”).   The same was likely 

the case with the sellers of animals.  One may wonder how much a year old male goat with no 

blemish would fetch as the supply began to wane, or how much a pigeon went for to a poor 

traveler who arrived at the temple without an offering and had no other way to procure one.  The 

temptation to let supply and demand, greed, and the love of money become forces that rivaled 

the pity and devotion to God that should have been taking place in the temple - making it a den 

of thieves indeed! 

 All things that we bring into this temple, good or evil, reflect our inward devotion to God.  

Do we bring first fruits to offer to God in this sacrifice, or do we bring the tail end of our efforts 

and devotion after we have given so much elsewhere?  Are our thoughts filled with greed, anger, 

envy, lust, desire for worldly successes - or are they filled with the things of God and love for 

neighbor?  Our gifts offered are not animals to be slaughtered and burnt upon the alter, our gifts 

offered as a priestly people through the hands of the priest are spiritual.  What do we bring in to 

be offered?    The giving of financial resources, trusting the Lord to use them through the Church 

and trusting he will provide for us, allows us to forgo the extra and unneeded (and even sinful) 



things we would have used it for, this crates a spiritual sacrifice to offer.   Our gifts are not 

animals to be slaughtered and burnt, but inner spiritual sacrifices.   We can sacrifice to God the 

sufferings and trials of the week which we have endured - rather than be caught in despair or 

vengeful thoughts.  We can offer sacrifices of thanksgiving for all has given to us and done to 

support us.  As the gifts are prepared on the alter place your spiritual gift there and after the priest 

says the Orate Fratres, pray that your gift, now with he bread and wine on the alter, be accepted 

by God and joined to sacrifice of Jesus Christ (Suscipiat Dominus sacrificium de manibus tuis). 

 In the Epistle, St. Paul cautions: Neither become ye idolaters.  What we worship in our 

hearts when we come here must be the living God whom we pray to and contemplate, not in 

interiorly worshiping the idols at the root of sinful thoughts.  Not in occupying ourselves fanning 

our desires for revenge, jealousy, wealth, or pleasure.  What we offer must be firstfruits, what we 

place on the altar a true sacrifice on our part.  Such a pleasing sacrifice will be multiplied by the 

Lord and be transformed into spiritual benefit for the world in the same way that the elements of 

bread and wine will be transformed into Christ’s Body and Blood.  Physical gifts transformed 

into new physical realities, spiritual gifts transformed into new spiritual realities.  This shows 

that our Lord Jesus Christ provides, from the gifts we have been given and then donate, both 

physical and spiritual nourishment - and not just for us here, but also for those we pray for. 

 We come here to give God the worship that is His due, and also to play a role in the 

Lord’s providing for the physical and spiritual needs of the world.  We sacrifice worldly ways in 

our daily lives to be true to God and then we offer the spiritual results of this fidelity as sacrifices 

to be transformed by Jesus.  At the end of Mass we will be told Ite, Missa est - “go you are sent.”  

Sent to bring to the world the truths of what we have done here, sent to bring the spiritual 

blessings we have received and share them with others, sent to make others aware of the fruits of 

the sacrifice that God has placed all around them (but that they cannot see), sent into the world to 

live as disciples of Jesus as did his early followers.  This is an action that is not self centered and 

self-focused (as was the activity of the money changers in the temple), it is an action that is 

other-focused as we facilitate the distribution of the gifts God has given.  In this we become the 

voice, the hands, and feet of Christ in this world, which sorely is in need of our savior’s presence 

and touch, and through this discipleship, we draw others to God.


